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Founder  
Highlight 

This month Diversity Memphis 
would like to boast about its first 
founding member, Dr. Jaswant 
Khanna. Dr. Khanna is a professor 
of Psychiatry at University of Ten-
nessee Medical where he helps de-
velop students and aspiring doctors. 
Dr. Khanna immigrated to Mem-
phis from his homeland in India in 
the late 1940’s. He has spent his 
years here helping to make Mem-
phis more accepting of diverse 
faiths and cultures.  
Following the Assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968, Dr. 
Khanna along with Charles M. 
Crump and others facilitated a 
meeting in the Land of Lakes in 
middle Tennessee. Like-minded 
people gathered and sought answers 
for peaceful racial integration.  And 
discussed how to overcome the in-
justices of a prejudice society.  
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Dr. Jaswant Khanna is a board mem-
ber and a  founder of Diversity Mem-
phis. Dr. Khanna helped develop and 
implement the Disparities and Health-
care program. He continues to be an 
active member of Diversity Memphis. 

Always joining with others for vital 
causes, in 2004 Dr. Khanna along 
with Dr. Mohammed Moinuddin de-
veloped Disparities in Healthcare 
which examined racial disparities in 
the healthcare system. They also  
authored a paper that was presented 
at a medical conference in  
Hawaii examining their experiences 
with Disparities. 
Dr. Khanna is a well known speaker 
and contributor for Diversity Mem-
phis. He is currently recovering from 
surgery at Germantown Baptist Re-
hab.Center. We wish him well.  
 
 
 

Diversity Memphis joined 
25 employees of SYSCO 
Foods May 19 to conduct 
its Common Threads pro-
gram. Common Threads’ 
aim is to diminish stereo-
types in the workplace. 
Common Threads   teaches 
people of varying faiths 
and cultures to re-focus on  
similarities rather than dif-
ferences. As organizations 
increasingly operate in a 
multinational, multicultural 
context, understanding how  
diversity in the work place  
effects issues such as satis-
faction, creativity and turn-
over becomes of increasing importance..  

Jim Foreman, Executive Director for Diversity Memphis 
and Jamie Griffin, a founder and board member con-
ducted Common Threads program for SYSCO employ-
ees. 


